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NEWS 5" February 2021

This week was our first full week of school, and all of our students have settled
into the new year. Students are focused on their learning and displaying respect
for each other and supporting each other. This is what makes Little Bendigo
such a great place!
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We have a number of exciting events planned for February:

Life Ed Visit (Wednesday 10" and Thursday 11" February)

The team from Life Ed are visiting next week, with sessions to be held in the
Library for all classes. The topics covered are: friendship (Miss D’s class), the
human body (Mrs Attard’s class) cybersafety (Mr Brown’s class) and
drug/alcohol education (Miss Finch’s class).

Big Breakfast (Friday 12" February)

All students are invited to our free Big Breakfast at 8:45am on Friday 12t
February. Students can select from a choice of healthy cereals. Students need
to arrive on time, and head straight up to their classrooms to eat.

Family Picnic (Wednesday 17" February from 5 — 7pm)

A welcome picnic will be held on the oval. This will be a great time to catch up
and welcome our new families. Families should bring their own food, drink (no
alcohol please), picnic rugs and chairs. Please adhere to social distancing
requirements. We will have a jumping castle for students. There is a charge of
S5 per student or $10 per family, to use the jumping castle (please bring cash
on the night).

Cross Country (Friday 26" February)

Our cross country event will be held at Russell Square. This is a House
competition, with the shield being presented to the house with the most
points. We will need parent assistance to make the morning run smoothly —
please contact Mr Brown if you are available to assist in the morning. Further
details will be provided soon.

Students who run to the time requirements to compete at the interschool level,
will be notified by Mr Brown and invited to participate in the Wathaurung Cross
Country event on Friday 12t March.

Have a great weekend!

Anthony Tait

SSV Swimming:

Attached to this newsletter is the SSV Division Swimming Sports Day. If you are
interested in attending, please contact Mr Brown with which events you would
like to participate in, before Monday 15 February.

Important Dates:

2021

February

Wed 10" — 11t
Life Ed Van visits

Fri 12t
Big Breakfast

Dental Van visit

Wed 17t
Family Picnic

Fri 26th
School Cross Country

Please contact the school
every day your child is away.

Phone: 5332 6317
Email: see above
On the Compass Portal



Grade Foundation, One

What a super big learning week we have had. Congratulations to the
Foundation students who have completed their first week of school!!!!
We have had a big week of establishing our new routines and all
students are all over it, well done! Our reading sessions have been
focused on setting up our classroom library, learning how to look after
our books and looking at different genres. We love our fiction books and

Numeracy we are focusing on our counting and number awareness skills. Foundation students for
the first two weeks will be focusing on numbers to 10 and grade 1 students are looking at their teen
numbers and place value.

A shout out to our students who already are reading more than 4 nights a week!!!! Go team
log filled in and brought back to school daily. Preps can practice some letters and sounds and this
will support their reading too. Grade 1’s can also practice their M100 coloured words daily too.

Outstanding start to the term Stringybark Studio I’'m so very proud of all of your achievements
already and determination during our learning time. You all are super stars!!

Have the best weekend with your families and we will see you Monday.

Miss D

Grade Five, Six

What a fantastic start to the year the grade 5/6s have had in the lemon
scented gums studio! The students have settled in to routines well and are
giving everything a go, which is great to see.

This week we have started looking at place value in math, recounts in writing, and setting up our
classroom library and independent reading skills. Our inquiry unit for the term is ‘Healthy Active
Kids’, which we’ve begun by looking into healthy eating and how food can fuel our bodies.

Diaries/Homework:
Well done to the following students on handing in the diaries this week:

Hamish, Lily B, Sophie, Alyssa, Kaleb, Brooke, Poppy, Lily G, Buddy, Rex, Max, Amelia, Maddy,
Brayden, Demi, Johnathan

A great start to the year with many students reading more than four night per week, and many
choosing to complete extra work at home.

Student of the week:

A big congratulations to our first student of the week, Max! Max has started the year with a can-do
attitude, determined to do his best in every task. He has shown leadership skills in the senior studio
and has looked after his classmates when needed. Well done Max!

If anyone has any queries feel free to email me, Georgie.Finch@education.vic.gov.au

Have a fantastic weekend everyone Miss Finch
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Grade Three, Four, Five

The Blue Gums classroom is off to a flying start this year! During class time we

have been investigating our "First 20 Days" of reading program, we have focused
on recounts during writing, place value during maths and the human body during
inquiry. Our new spelling program has been received well by the students and
they have been busy working away on their individual spelling words.

Both Ms Taylor and Mr Brown would like to thank all of the students, parents and families for helping to
settle into the school year so smoothly. Our students are happy, calm and content, providing the ideal
environment to learn in. Thank you!

A friendly reminder: Signed student diaries are due every Friday in the "Diaries Tray". We recommend a
minimum of 4 nights of reading per week. Diaries can also be used as a line of communication between
parents and teachers. If you need to pass on a message to your child's teacher, the diaries are a great way to
do so.

Thanks, Ms Taylor and Mr Brown

Grade Two

Wow, what a fantastic start to the school year!

| am super impressed with how all the students have settled back into the school
routine and the enthusiasm is to be commended.

Currently students have set goals in regards to reading and skip counting and it is fantastic to see
the pride and joy when they either achieve their goal or make improvement.

Well done to all students who read for a minimum of 4 nights and brought their reader logs to
school. Just a reminder parents or guardians need to sign when their child reads at home. Reading
at school is not considered as reading at home.

Spelling homework will begin in week 4.

Well done Peppermint Gums studio, keep up the great work.

Aboriginal Literacy Foundation — After School Tutoring

The foundation has places available on Thursday and Friday afternoons at 4pm, commencing February
18t™. The centre is located at 7 Eyre St Ballarat, with qualified teachers. If your child is of Aboriginal or
Torres Strait Islander descent, they are eligible to attend the program. Please phone Jacinta Humphries
on 03 9650 1006 for further information.

Support for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Students

The Department of Education has a contact person for parents of students with Aboriginal or Torres
Strait Islander background. Darlene Rumler is our school’s designated Koorie Education Support
Officer. Darlene works in the Ballarat office and is happy to chat with parents regarding their child’s
education. Please contact Anthony and he can put you in touch with Darlene.



Little Bendigo PS 2020 Graduates begin their next chapter

Our Grade 6 Graduates of 2020 have all begun their next chapters. Our graduates have put on their
new school uniforms and begun their High School journeys. Students have reported a great start.
Most of our Little Bendigo students headed off to their respective High Schools alone, but have
reported making new friends and looking forward to the year ahead. Check out how terrific they all
look. We have students at Woodman’s Hill, Damascus, Ballarat High, Mt Rowan, Clarendon, Mt
Clear and Mt Alexander.

Big Breakfast

Friday, 12" February, 8.45am.

All students are welcome to attend.



Message from Mrs Tuaine

Welcome back to all our families and welcome to all our new families. | am really excited about the
year ahead and my new role. This year | have the pleasure of coordinating the school’s well-being
and engagement programs. This role includes running the Department of Education’s Tutoring and
High Abilities Practice Initiatives within our school. | will be making contact in the coming weeks
with families whose children are participating in either of these programs.

| will also be taking the school for Respectful Relationships. The program will focus on how to build
healthy relationships, resilience and confidence. This program will run for all grades on a
Wednesday.

Every Thursday | will be taking each grade for Chinese and Art. These programs will run on alter
weeks.

Chinese refers to Modern Standard Chinese, also known as Mandarin. Students will be introduced
Pinyin and simplified characters. Art will link with many of the Chinese cultural experiences and
explorations.

| would like to remind families that art can get a bit messy therefor | am asking all families to supply
their children with either an art smock or an apron, preferably waterproof. Please ensure smocks
and aprons are clearly named as they will be stored in class tubs and kept at school.
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SCHQAL CLUBS

This term we will be setting up two lunch time clubs that will offer activities for students from Prep-
6 to participate in. The two clubs will be: Little Bendigo PS Eco Club (an environmental club) and
Little Bendigo Dance Club.

Tuaine. We are currently organising the student %
groups, once these are organised the student G

Each club will be operated by a senior student
groups, and guided and supervised by myself, Mrs. §“ ,&

groups will organise the activities and promote the B >
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club activities to the school. OUTSIDE-OF-SCHOOL HOURS CARE
Thanks Mrs Tuaine 8 Monte Street, Nerrina, Ballarat, 3350

Located five minutes from Central Ballarat, situated on
the edge of a tranquil bush setting with an abundance of
opportunities for kids to grow and enhance their
learning experiences.

Services Include —

Before School Care, After School Care,

Vacation Care and Curriculum Days.

Family Picnic

Wedneglay, 1" February,

If you require any further information, please
contact: Heather Robinson (Director)

0467 187 817
clubi878@yahoo.com.au

Let US give YOU the peace of mind
Inclusive | Safe | Engaging




