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We have been so impressed with all our students, their work ethic, their
wonderful attitude toward each other and how, when things have gone
wrong, they have taken ownership and responsibility to positively change
what they were doing to rectify the situation. But not only all this, they
have also demonstrated excellent skills in thinking through what they are
doing with careful reflection and evaluation in all aspects of their school
day. These are huge achievements for any individual, so when this can be
achieved right across the school it is simply amazing and outstanding!

Therefore we have decided to have a special day out for the end of term —
to the Melbourne Zoo! Thanks Mr Brown for getting this all organised for
us. More information is on the permission form that went home yesterday,
or on Monday for the Grade 5s who are at Sovereign Hill today.

SCHOOL COUNCIL

We would like to call for nominations for School Council for this year. There
are three positions for two years and one position for one year.

Members retiring this year include: Shelly Kurtze, Katherine Meadows and
Phillip Richards. We encourage parents to consider nominating for a
position on School Council. Being a member of School Council involves two
meetings per term and a member or leader of a sub-committee. The role
as a School Council member is quite enjoyable and a terrific opportunity to
understand and share the workings of our school. It provides a process for
parents to help the school develop further. Nominations will close on 9t
March — next Friday. If we have more nominations than vacancies then we
will hold an election.

TEACHER PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

As a school we continually look for ways to improve, this involves analysing
and evaluating what we’re doing, why we’re doing it and how. As teachers
we need to first be learners, learning from our students, continually
learning more about the curriculum, learning from each other and learning
through evaluating our own practice. So on Wednesday Ms D took each
class after teachers got their classes started. The classroom teacher and
Karolina could then step back and observe the students at work. This
proved to be very valuable in discussing the things we could see working
well and how we can improve. It enabled us to pick up on very specific
points of learning which will provide even more discussions in the future of
how we identify and meet the learning needs of our students.

Our next activity will involve peer observations, so each teacher, with
Karolina will have the opportunity to observe another teacher. This will
provide us with the opportunity to discuss what we see happening there
and then and to provide feedback.
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Term 1
30t Jani 29t Mar

Thur 15YFri 2" March
Grade 5 Sovereign Hill Visit

Fri 9th March
Council nominations close

Mon 12" March
Labor Day Public Holiday

Tues 13" March
Curriculum Day

Fri 16" March
Cross Country

Fri 23@ March
Whole School i Melb Zoo

Mon 26t March
School Council AGM

Tue 27t March
Family Fun Night

Thurs 29t March
Last Day Term 1

Tue 3@ April
Last chance to buy Coles
Vouchers for our school

2018 Term Dates
T2:16 Apri1 29 Jun
T3:16 Juli 21 Sept

T4:8 Oct1 21 Dec



PARENTS! ARE YOU BOOKCLUB
REGISTERED FOR [L{O0P?

scholastic.com.aulloop ‘ /
Watch your inbox N,
for our awesome S,
Bonus Book Offers! ~

Book Club has been issued. All orders due in by 14" March. Please
hand in to your child’s classroom teacher or directly to Mrs Tuaine in
the Peppermint Gum Studio. Alternatively, jump online and order
through LOOP.
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COLES SPORTS FOR SCHOOLS PROGRAM

The Coles sports for school program is back and Mr Smith is very excited. =

The voucher collection officially kicked off on the 7" February, which mean

we have from now until April 3™ to collect as many vouchers as possible

for our school. This has been an incredibly rewarding program for our school in the past and | urge all families to
support it once again.

How it works:
Step 1: For every $10 spent at Coles, customers will receive one Sports for Schools voucher.

Step 2: Our families can bring vouchers to school, placing them in the collection bin provided at the office. We also
have a collection bin located at Coles Victoria Street.

Step 3: Every voucher received by our school will go towards our tally. We will then order the sports equipment our
school needs to the value of our vouchers. For further information regarding how to earn vouchers for our school
please visit coles.com.au/sfs

RUN CLUB:

Run Club: Students who are 9+ this year are welcome to practice for the
upcoming cross-country event with Mr Brown and Ms Ellie. The practice is
at lunchtime on Fridays. Please bring a water bottle, hat and appropriate
shoes.

FAMILY FUN NIGHT
Please keep the date — Tuesday 27" March free for our Family fun night from 5:00pm to 7:00pm.

This is a time for families to get to know each other, have fun and celebrate the start to another wonderful school
year. More information out soon.

SWIMMING COMPETITION

Good luck to all swimmers who are competing in the 9+ competition today, we know these children will
represent our school and themselves proudly. Keep an eye next newsletter to hear how they went.

Please note that the junior swimming meet date is wrong on the previous documents that have been sent out.
The junior meet will be on Wednesday 14" March not the 21° as advertised on their program.

HOMEWORK POLICY

Just a reminder that we are currently reviewing our homework policy. If you have any ideas or suggestions
please let us know.



LEMON SCENTED STUDIO

Students have continued to do a great job in the classroom. | am very pleased with
the response to homework and big write so far. Keep up the great work.

PEPPERMINT GUMS

Our studio would like to create an indoor plant shelf for the student to care for as
part of our studio jobs and our new science topic; Living Things. If you have any indoor plants (preferably with a
saucers to hold drainage water) that you could donate to the studio, it would be very much appreciated.

Shout out to Izabella and Indy for some amazing extra work at home. Very impressive.

Just a reminder to continue reading each night.
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Indy’s Home Project

Grade One/Two exploring weather at Ecolinc



BLUE GUMS

Another big week in the studio has seen students achieving and embedding an
enormous amount of knowledge. We have been busy; looking through the
newspapers to keep up with national and international affairs, writing using plurals,
investigating odd and even numbers and cracking padlocks with our amazing
number patterns.

A huge shout out to Farris this week for his fantastic presentation on koalas. His goals included; using semi-
colons and presenting in front of an audience with appropriate tone, volume and pitch. He certainly achieved all
of his goals and learnt lots about our treasured Australian animal.

Keep on spelling and reading kids!

A very happy teacher,

Mr Brown
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Above: A wonderful photo of almost all of the senior students playing football together. Great to see.

TENNIS

TENNIS TIMETABLE TERM 1

Thanks to all the children/families who are supporting the tennis lessons. | have tried my best to accommodate
the timeslots requested but obviously this is not possible for all families. If you have any questions or concerns
please do not hesitate to come in and see Mr Smith.

3:30pm —4:00pm 4:00pm- 4:30pm | 4:30pm- 5:00pm 5:00pm-5:30pm
Seth A Bryce Kale
Louis Farris
Amelia Max

Thanks to the families who have already paid for their child’s tennis lessons, if payment has not been made can
you please ensure you organise your payment as promptly as possible to Mr Smith. As this program is run by an
external business it is important that parents are on hand to supervise their child or have made appropriate

arrangements. If you have any concerns or questions please do not hesitate to come in and see me.
Thanks Mr Smith.



FUTSAL

Stingers Stingers A Stingers B Stingers C Stingers D
(Friday night) Coach: Ange Coach: Aaron Coach: Wayne Coach: Position vacant
Coach:

Kaitlin Nash Alec Humphrey Kaleb Dean Fox Keating

Levi Outen Rex Hodge Alicia Ellen Aiden McCorry

Angus Calder Buddy Hodge Lachy Ellen Amber Stubbs

Mac Calder Max Middleton Pip Meadows Will Calder

Thomas Outen Bryce Hocking Issac Lelliott Ruthie Meadows

Sam Lund Levi Duffy Louis Slater

Jameson E

Training will resume next Thursday the 8™ after school. All stingers and non-stingers players are welcome. The
session will run from 3:30pm to 4:15pm. All children MUST have a hat and drink bottle.

Parents please note that you are required to supervise your child throughout this time and that it is not the
responsibility of the parent coach.

Thank-you,

Mr Brown

AUSKICK

Please note that Auskick registrations are again open. Please go to the Auskick web page to register your child.
The program will be run at school once again on a Friday night in term 2 for 10 weeks from 3:45pm—5:00pm.
Please note that the centre name is the Nerrina Auskick Centre when you search in the Ballarat Region.

CROSS COUNTRY

Cross Country will be held on Friday 16" March at Russell Square. This year only the 9+ students will be
competing due to increasing numbers across the Wathaurung Schools. Students will be catching a bus down to
Russell Square and walking back at the completion of the event.

The children in the junior studio will be participating in a healthy activity, making healthy lunches to take with
them to Russell Square to watch the 9+ year olds compete in the cross country event. Permission forms are
being sent home with to this newsletter.

PRIVATE MUSIC LESSONS

We are very fortunate to be able to offer private singing, guitar, keyboard and drum lessons during the school
day. Drum lessons will be conducted by John Wood, who has over 30 years experience and singing, keyboard
and guitar lessons by Bridgette who has had over 15 years experience.

The lessons go for 30 minutes and cost $23 per lessons during class time. Drum lessons have started and
singing, guitar and keyboard will start soon, but it’s never too late to join.

Please fill in the form below if you wish to have your child/children participate in these lessons.

Y Y2l Y1 T« OO T USRS will be participating in private
drum, keyboard, guitar, singing lessons. (Please circle)

Singing, guitar and keyboard lessons will begin later in the term.




