
 

 

 

 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

 

I always enjoy seeing our students share their interests, knowledge and  
skills within the school and the Ballarat community. 

 
Many of our students have been busy creating three dimensional art for the 
SmArt (Sustainably Made Art from Recycled Trash) competition.  
If you are heading to the Ballarat Show, keep an eye out for our student 
entries. Layla’s cake looked good enough to eat! 

 
While on the topic of food, I would like to thank Sophia, Danielle, Harry and 
Christopher for the tasty lunch they provided to staff yesterday. 
They planned, prepared, cooked, served and even cleaned up! The 
milkshakes were delicious too. 

 
Enjoy the long weekend. 

 
Anthony Tait 

 
  School Fees 2019 
  School Council has set and approved school fees for 2019. A payment notice 
  has been sent home to all families today. A copy of the school’s Parent  
  Payment Policy is on the school website and any inquiries can be directed  
  to Michelle Pryor in the school office. 
 

Show Day Public Holiday- Friday November 9th 
Friday 9th November is Show Day Public Holiday, therefore students will not 
attend school on this day. 

 
Curriculum Day – Friday November 16th 

Friday 16th November is a school council approved student free day. 

Students are not to attend school on this day. Teachers are attending 

professional development to further support student achievement in 

Writing. 

Club 1878 (Curriculum Day) 

Unfortunately due to the low amount of expressed interest, Club 1878 is 
unable to provide care for this day.  Apologies for any inconvenience for 
families who expressed their requirements of requiring care. 

Kind Regards, 

Heather Robinson  

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES: 

2018 Term Dates 

Term 2 

16th April - 29th June 

Term 3 

July 16th-Sept 21st 

Term 4 

Oct 8th-Dec 21st 

 

Fri 25th May 

G3-6 Winter Sports 

 

Tue 29th May 

Spec Savers Vision  

Testing P-2 

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES: 

2018 Term Dates 

Term 4 

Oct 8th-Dec 21st 

 

Wednesdays – Playgroup 9am-

11am  

 

 

 

November 9th 

Show Day Public Holiday 

 

November 16th 

Curriculum Day 

 

November 29th 

Whole School Photograph 

 

December 6th 

Chinese Culture Day 

 

December 19th 

Grade 6 Graduation Dinner 

 

December 21st 

Last Day of Term 

 

Prep Transition Days: 

Wed 24th Oct 

Wed 14th Nov 

Wed 28th Nov 

Tue 11th Dec 
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Lost Property: 

We have a large stock of lost property in the office. See the little cupboard just inside the office. 

Please check to see if anything is yours. At the end of the year all unclaimed clothing will be 

donated to the second-hand stand. 

 
 

New Sport Skort available in the uniform shop 

A sample of a new sport skort (size 8) is on show at the office, for girls 

who are interested, it is a different style short/skirt. It comes with the 

gold piping down the side which fits into our uniform range perfectly. 

Currently it will be available by order only, and if there is enough interest 

it will become a regular range. Sale price will be $16.50. 

 

 

 

Dear parents / guardians. On Monday 12th of November 12:30- 1:30 I will be holding the 

spelling bee final for the grade 3-6’s who passed the class room stage. All parents are invited 

and welcome to come and watch. There are 5 people from each grade competing in the 

final. From the grade 3’s Farris N, Jameson E, Ring Y, Brook D and Max M. Grade 4’s Logan A, 

Courtney D, Thomas O, Levi D and Ruby K. Grade 5’s Phillipa M, Finn M, Alec H, Kaitlin N and  

Cebella D. Grade 6’s  Ryan M, Flynn S, Angus C, Cameron T and Lance M 

 

 

 Chinese Culture Day  
 

Using and applying knowledge, skills and understandings is a large part of our Chinese 
program. As part of this, the grade 5/6 – Lemonscented Studio will be hosting a Chinese 
Culture Day on Thurdsay 6th December. On this day the 5/6 studio have organised several 
sessions for the whole school to rotate and experience activities based on Chinese language. 
We are encouraging students to dress up in their traditional Chinese outfit. This is not 
compulsary, however the studio will be awarding prizes for the best dressed in each studio.  
 

 

 



Can grade 6 students please bring in their photos for graduation by 

23rd November. We are looking for 3-6 photos of your child. They can 

be brought in on a USB or photos that I can scan.   

The grade 6 graduation dinner will be held on Wednesday 19th 
December of Barklys Restaurant. Can all students ensure form is filled 
out and returned by 23rd November for catering purposes. 

 
A reminder to ensure that all children have communicated with you their ‘Countries of the 
world’ projects and what is required. We will once again be holding an open night where 
parents, families and friends can view the projects and test the children on their knowledge. 
This will be held on Tuesday 18th December from 5pm-6pm. 
A reminder that homework is due on Mondays. 

 

We have had a great week in the Blue Gums Studio.  Well done to the 23 

students who submitted an entry into the SmartArt competition at the 

Ballarat Show and good luck.  A reminder to please advise me ASAP of any 

interest in the weekend Basketball competition.  Enjoy the long weekend! 

Mr Brown. 

 

We have had an extrememly busy couple of weeks in the Peppermint Gum 

studio. We had an amazing time at camp at Pax Hill. The weather was one 

extreme to the other, but this didn’t dampen our spirit.  

 
 
 

      We had lots of 
cooperation, team 

work and peer support 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



We had lots of fun and laughter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 

 
 
Other news in the Peppermint Gum 
studio:- just a reminder to ensure 
students are reading each night and 
reader records are kept in bags each 
day.  Thank you to those families 
who supplied magazines, we now 
have enough.  
 
A reminder to ensure your child has 
a drink bottle for water each day at 
school and that your child has a hat 
that is named.  
 
 
 

 
It has been a fantastic couple of weeks for the students and staff in our 

studio!   

Our camp to Pax Hill was enormous fun! I am so proud of all the 

students, a night away from home can be very daunting but they 

accepted the challenge, well done. The staff at Pax Hill remarked that 

our students had some of the best general manners and table manners that they had seen! 

We had fun exploring the bush around Pax Hill and developed confidence when entering the 

mine and participating in the confidence course. Many students said the water fight and 

disco were highlights for them! As well as meeting the camp mascot, ‘Stumpy’ the three-

legged dog.  

A huge thankyou to the parents and staff who attended the camp, without your support 

these camps would not be possible!  

 
More camp photos in next week’s newsletter. 



 
BLUE MOUNTAIN ASH GUMS 

The Blue Mountain Ash Gums have had a productive week with students 

achieving goals on a daily basis. We have had students; 

  Successfully completing time tables tests 

 Getting 100% in spelling tests 

 Achieving incredibly high scores in place value assessment tasks 

 Acquiring and integrating knowledge of square roots and powers in math 

 Producing brilliant sentences that engage the listener/reader 

 

Students have also been reading and learning about Remembrance Day. The students have 

thoroughly enjoyed learning/researching about this topic. 

A massive congratulations to Danielle, Chris, Harry and Sophia who cooked a three course lunch for 

the staff on Wednesday as a part of one of their independent learning goals. Not only did the 

students achieve their goals of public speaking and reading recipes to accurately measure correct 

quantities but went above and beyond by producing a menu for the day (please see below). I was so 

impressed with how they researched recipes, wrote them out and then wrote lists to take home to 

ask parents to provide ingredients and utensils. Not only was the food AMAZING (definitely 

restaurant quality) it was lovely to walk into the staff room to students asking if we would like some 

food and then sit down with the students and share this great experience with them. I know I will 

definitely be trying these recipes at home. I’m sure it’s not just me who is looking forward to taste 

testing some of the other students delicious cooking in the coming weeks. 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SENIOR CAMP 

PHOTOS 

    

  

 

 

More senior camp photos in next week’s newsletter. 

SPORTING NEWS 

 
T20 Blast  

 
Good luck to the 5/6 boys and girls team that head off to Vic Park next Tuesday to participate in 
the T20 blast school completion. I’m sure all students will do the school proud. 

 
 

TENNIS LESSONS 
Please note that there will no tennis lessons on the following dates: 

- 9/8/18 
- 16/8/18 

Cam is also unavailable on the 23/11/18 due to university commitments. I will try and find a replace 
for Cam on this date. If I am unable to find a replacement we will have to complete back to back 
sessions to catch up. These sessions would be held on a Thursday and Friday evening. I will be in 
touch with further information. 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 

What does the legislation say?

The Education and Training Reform Act (2006) provides for free instruction in the standard curriculum 
program to all students in government schools. The Act also empowers school councils to charge fees to 

parents for goods and services provided by the school to a child.

Understanding Parent Payment Categories

What do schools pay for as part of ‘free instruction’?

Free instruction is the teaching staff, administration and the provision of facilities in connection with the 
instruction of the standard curriculum program, including reasonable adjustments for students with 
disabilities. 

In the Act, a ‘Parent’ includes a guardian and every person who has parental responsibility for a child including parental 
responsibility under the Commonwealth Family Law Act 1975 and any person with whom a child normally or regularly resides.

         Educat ional  Value |  Access,  Equity  & Inclusion |  Affordabi l i ty

 Engagement & Support  |   Respect  & Conf identia l i ty   | Transparency & Accountabi l i ty

What principles govern parent payment practice?

Schools

Schools can request payment for 

Optional Items

Items the student 
purchases or hires

Schools can request payment for 

Essential Student Learning Items

These are items, activities or 
services that the school deems  
essential to student learning of 
the standard curriculum.

Where practical and appropriate, 
parents may choose to purchase items 
through the school or provide their own.

Items the student takes 
temporary or permanent 

possession of

i.e. travel, 
entry fees or 

accommodation

   e.g. 
• textbooks, activity
   books, exercise books
• stationery, book bags
• student ID cards, locks
• cooking ingredients 
   students will consume
• materials for final
   products that students 
   take home (technology
   projects, build-your-
   own kits, dioramas)
• Picture Exchange 
   Communication Systems

e.g. 
• excursions
• incursions
• school sports

• work placements

These are items, activities or services 
that are optional and are offered in 
addition to the standard curriculum.

Activities the student 
purchases

Items and/or materials that are more expensive 
than required to meet the standard curriculum

    e.g. 
• school magazines,  
   class photos   
• functions, formals,
   graduation dinners
• materials for extra
   curricular programs
• student accident 
   insurance

    e.g. 
• fees for extra curricular
   programs or activities,  
   such as instrumental 
   music tuition
• fees for guest speakers
• camps, excursions,   
    incursions, sports
• entry fees for school
   run performances

   e.g. 
• use of silver in metal work instead of copper
• supplementary exam revision guides

These may be either:

These may also be either:

Schools can invite

  Voluntary 
Financial 

Contributions 
for 

Parents can be asked to pay 
for items, activities and 

services in the three 
Parent Payment Categories:

 Essential Student 
Learning Items, 

Optional Items and 
Voluntary Financial 

Contributions.  

Schools determine how 
items, activities and services 

are classified within these 
categories based on the 

learning and teaching 
program of their school.

The standard curriculum for Years F-10 means implementation of the Victorian Curriculum F-10.

The standard curriculum for senior secondary schools means a program that enables a student to be 
awarded a VCE or VCAL qualification.

   e.g. 
• Building or Library fund (Tax deductible)
• Voluntary contributions for a specific purpose, 
    such as equipment, materials, services.
• General voluntary contributions

Support for families experiencing hardship is 
available at every school and each school has a 
parent payment contact person. See your 
school’s policy for more information.

For more information on Parent Payments and 
Personal Devices, visit the DET website at: 
www.education.vic.gov.au

What may parents be asked to pay for?Parents

Activities associated 
with instruction that 

all students are 
expected to attend

Students may access these on
a user-pays basis. 



 Little Bendigo Primary School  

8 Monte Street, Nerrina 3350 
Phone 03 5332 6317 

Email: little.bendigo.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

www.littlebendigops.vic.edu.au 

 
Name of child: _____________________________  Year level ____ 

Please find the itemised list that includes Essential Student Learning Items (those items that your child needs for school) and 
Optional Items (that you can choose whether your child participates in or accesses).   
 

Little Bendigo Primary School makes every effort to keep the cost and number of items that need to be purchased to a 
minimum.  We also try to ensure that the costs are affordable for all parents.  If you will have difficulty making payments 
please make contact with the parent payment contact Michelle Pryor on 5332 6317, to discuss possible support options and 
payment arrangements.  Any information about your financial circumstances, payment arrangements or status will be kept 
strictly confidential.  
 

Essential Student Learning Items for 3 or more students in the family is discounted to a total of $300 per family.  
 

We would appreciate payment of the Essential Items (Total $130) by 21 December 2018 however payment is not required 
until 29 January 2019 (first day of Term 1, 2019.) 
 

Please bring this completed sheet with you when making payment or return to school if paying by Bpay. 
 
Essential student learning items        Total $130 

Item  Specifications Cost   

Stationery Pack 
 

Classroom resources, eg. Pencils, workbooks, etc. 
 

 
$86 

 
 

Subject areas: 

English 

Maths 

 

Spelling Mastery 

Mathletics 

Essential Assessment 

 

$24 

$10 

$10 

 

 

 

Optional Items 

Item Cost  

Year 3-6 Senior Camp – Beach Camp (estimate) 
$300  

Year F-2 Junior Camp – Sovereign Hill (estimate) 
$100  

Excursions – estimate per term 
$20  

Swimming 
$80  

Voluntary financial contributions 

Item Amount (please nominate how much you 
would like to donate) 

Library Fund* 
 
Grounds beautification 
 
School assistance fund** 

$ 
 
$ 
 
$ 

* This contribution is tax deductible. 

** This fund is to provide essential education items or Optional Items for families at our school unable to purchase these 
items due to demonstrated financial hardship.  Your contribution helps to ensure that all our students have the option of 
attending school camps and excursions and have the items they need for school.   

mailto:little.bendigo.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.littlebendigops.vic.edu.au/


Parent Payment Charges 

Essential student learning items      Amount_______ 

Optional Items        Amount_______ 

Voluntary financial contribution      Amount_______ 

                      TOTAL ______ 

Parent Payment Arrangements 

Please indicate your preferred method of payment:  

Option A (full amount at the beginning of Term 1)  

Option B (payment at the beginning of each Term)    

Option C (half yearly payment)   

Option D (other payment arrangements)*  

 

*(If selecting Option D please make an appointment with the school to discuss your circumstances and the available 

options) 
 
I HAVE ENCLOSED PAYMENT OF      $________ 
  

 

 

  

  

  

  


