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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

On Wednesday, Leading Senior Constable Everrard visited the school to
talk to students about the role of the police in the community. This was
an engaging visit for our students, who had lots of interesting
questions. Thanks to Mackenna and Flynn for greeting him and
showing him around the school.
Yesterday, children from the Brown Hill Kindergarten visited and
enjoyed some great outdoor games and an obstacle course! Thanks to
all of our teachers for organising the visit and all of our senior students
who helped on the day.
On behalf of the school community I would like to say farewell to
Phillipa, Ruthie, Katherine and Shannon. We wish them all the best at
their new school and their new home and thank them for their valuable
contribution to the school community.
We only have four weeks until the end of the school year, and what a
busy time it is! Some of the upcoming events include a Bakers Delight
Lunch Day, a visit to Major League’s Inflatable World and Grade 6
Graduation. Information on all of these events will be posted in the
newsletter over the next couple of weeks.

IMPORTANT DATES:
2018 Term Dates
Term 2
16th April - 29th June
Term 3
July 16th-Sept 21st
Term 4
Oct 8th-Dec 21st
Fri 25th May
G3-6 Winter Sports
Tue 29th May
Spec Savers Vision
Testing P-2

IMPORTANT DATES:
2018 Term Dates
Term 4
Oct 8th-Dec 21st
Wednesdays – Playgroup 9am11am

November 29th
Whole School Photograph
December 6th
Chinese Culture Day

Anthony Tait
December 19th
Grade 6 Graduation Dinner

SmArt competition
Congratulations to Ari in grade six who finished runner-up in the SmArt
competition at the Ballarat Show. Ari finished second in the Smart youth
category (13-17). We are very proud of his achievements. Thank-you to
all those who participated.

December 18th
Major League Inflatable World
December 21st
Last Day of Term

Prep Transition Days:

Family Statements
Statements were sent home with students last week. We would
appreciate all accounts to be paid before the end of the year. If you are
experiencing financial difficulties please see Michelle in the office to
organise a payment plan. The school Parent Payment Policy is on the
school website and for any enquiries, please see Michelle on Tuesdays,
Thursdays or Fridays.

Wed 28th Nov
Tue 11th Dec

INFLATABLE WORLD MAJOR LEAGUE EXCURSION
As a reward for the students hard work throughout the year we have organised an excursion
to Inflatable World on Tuesday 18th December. The cost will be $6.00 per student.
The F-2 students session will run from 12:00-1:30pm
The 3-6 students sessions will run from 1:30-3:30pm

Lost Property:
We have a large stock of lost property in the office. See the little cupboard just inside the office.
Please check to see if anything is yours. At the end of the year all unclaimed clothing will be
donated to the second-hand stand.

Chinese Culture Day
Using and applying knowledge, skills and understandings is a large part of our Chinese
program. As part of this, the grade 5/6 – Lemonscented Studio will be hosting a Chinese
Culture Day on Thurdsay 6th December. On this day the 5/6 studio have organised several
sessions for the whole school to rotate and experience activities based on Chinese language.
We are encouraging students to dress up in their traditional Chinese outfit. This is not
compulsary, however the studio will be awarding prizes for the best dressed in each studio.

HEAD LICE
Just a reminder to please check your students for head lice. We have
had reports of them circulating our classrooms.

Just a reminder to get your book club order in. Book Club is always a great Christmas
gift idea for family and friends. This will be the last Book Club for the year.

As expected its been a busy few weeks in the Lemon Scented
Gums, no dounts students are releived to tick off their final testing
period of the year. Overall I am pleased with all students results,
any parents wishing to discuss their child’s results are more than
welcome to come in.

Please note that students are no longer required to complete homework for the remainder
of the term. However I encourage students to continue to read, review spelling words and
work on the four processes. If they would like to bring it in for me to check then I am more
than happy for this happen. Students are encouraged to turn their focus to their ‘Countries
of the World’ project and book awards stories at home.
Countries of the World- We will be holding an open night on Tuesday 18th December to
share these projects.
Grade 6 graduation dinner- A reminder that grade 6 graduaiton dinner forms were due back
today.Please return ASAP if it hasn’t been returned as yet.
School Captain Nominations- Applications are due to Mr Tait for school captain on Monday
9th December.
Grade 6 jumpers- The selected designs for grade 6 jumpers are currently sitting with S3
Promotions. I am hoping to have the final designs returned to me in the next few weeks. We
will organise fittings and ordering from there.

I have been very pleased with the continuing work ethic of the Blue
Gums students. Yesterday marked the end of the final testing
period for the year, something the students and I are very happy
about.
We have been focusing on our four processes during numeracy,
self-assessing work and book awards during literacy and our
countries of the world projects during inquiry time.
Now that testing is complete I have a variety of data relating to you child’s learning, if you
would like to discuss any results over the coming weeks please don’t hesitate to contact me.

We have been incredibly busy this week. We have begun our end of year testing. We still
have some testing to go, so I remind all families to ensure their child/ren arrive at school on
time to ensure they are settled before testing begins.
This week we began our Mulan 2 poster presentations. The Peppermint and Stringy Bark
Studios have been working together in small groups to produce a poster which includes all
elements of a rubric that the groups were given based around the Chinese movie Mulan 2.
Team work, cooperation and collaboration have been important aspects of this project,
along with active listening and research skills.

Presentation so far have been amazing and the constructive feedback and positive
comments from peers has been terrific. Poster will be on display in the library if parents
wish to see the fabulous work the kids have done.
We are looking for donations of recycled boxes – big and small (cereal, shoe, toothpaste,
,muslie bar boxes etc.). We thought a great way to develop finemotor skills is to practise
Christmas present wrapping. Any donations of wrapping paper, cirling ribbon etc. would also
be very welcomely received. All donations can be left with either the Peppermint or Stringy
Bark Studio.
It has been a jam-packed week of learning in our studio! The Prep and Grades One and Two students
have moved between the studios as there has been a focus on team work and independent learning.
Mrs Tuaine and I are SO proud of their Mulan project presentations. If you wish to see these projects
they are displayed in the library! Our students are also busy planning and drafting their ‘Book
Awards’ narratives, we look forward to supporting the development of these more over the next few
weeks.
On Wednesday We had a visit from Senior Sergeant Brendan Everard from the Ballarat Police. The
students had lots of interesting questions to ask and learnt a lot throughout the morning. Later in the
day the Stringybark (P/1) students followed a recipe and made different batches of Christmas
themed play-dough. Scents included; peppermint candy cane, Christmas cake, marzipan orange and
finally, gingerbread! They will use it during developmental play opportunities.
It is with sadness that we say good-bye to Ruthie who is moving to Bendigo… The students
farewelled her with a class party on Thursday.
Reminders –
 Next Wednesday will be a nut-free day as it is another transition day for future Prep
students.
 It is important the students continue to read a minimum of 5 nights a week, readers diaries
also need to come to school each day.
 Please ensure your child is bringing their hat to school.

Well done to the grade 4/5 students who helped run the sporting
and craft activities for the Foundation students (for next year) and
the Brown Hill Kinder students. It was fantastic to see and hear
everyone encouraging and praising the students and for being so
responsible. Well done Grade 4/5 you should be extremely proud of
yourselves!
This week we have begun writing end of year book awards stories and completed some
assessment tasks. I am super proud of the amazing improvement, but most of all the smiles
on the students faces when they hear how much they have improved. Not only do they get
“The Buzz” but so do I. I am aiming to have all assessments completed by the end of next
week.

SPORTS REPORT
I’d like to thank everyone who has helped out, particpated and organised sporting events
this year. We have had an incredibly successful year achieveing some outstanding inidividual
and team results.
Weekend Basketball 2019
At this stage I have been in contact with the basketball stadium and we currently have the
numbers for an under 10’s and under 12’s boys team. The season will begin in Term 2 of
2019. Once I have finalised the numbers and received written confirmation of the team’s
entry I will send home further details with the students who have expressed interest.
Mr Brown

